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UNDERWOODS CARRY ON—These three (Presbyterian, USA) Under- 
wood brothers, third generation members of an American missionary 
family, are still carrying on a tradition that began in the 1880s when their 
grandfather, the first American missionary in Korea, founded Chosen 
Christian University. Second Lt. Richard of the U. 8. Army (left) and 
Lt. Horace of the U. S. Navy (right) are interpreters of the Panmunjon 
cease-fire negotiations; and were interpreters for the U. N. delegation at 
Kaeson earlier. John (center) is one of the few missionaries still active 
in South Korea, visiting the sick and wounded and attempting to meet 
the problems of an uprooted native church.—_RNS Photo. 














Letters to the Editors 
Missionary to Japan 





Comments ou Issues 





Supports Present Policies 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The issue of Dec. 24, 1952, with your 
editorial, “The Problem of Japan,” came 
a few days ago. I had read Dr. Hender- 
lite’s articles with much interest, and was 
impressed by her fair treatment of the 
situation in Japan. However, in some 
matters she was imperfectly informed and 
in others misinformed. These points to- 
gether with her clearly indicated presup- 
positions make it easy to understand how 
you could draw the conclusions expressed 
in your editorial. I trust that the follow- 
Ing point-by-point reply to your editorial 
will materially further the “frank and 
fruitful discussion” which I join you in 
desiring. 

1. Our former seminary in Kobe went 
out of existence in December, 1941, not 
primarily because of the war but because 
our Mission was unwilling to turn it over 
to any group that would not agree to 
carry it on under its doctrinal standards 
and without yielding on the shrine issue 
The Presbyterian, USA, mission wanted it 
turned over to the Japanese Church un- 
conditionally. Because the two missions 
could not agree, the institution was closed 
according to the terms of its constitution, 
with the understanding that there was to 
be no official successor of it. 

The present Kobe Reformed Seminary is 
the seminary of the Reformed Church in 
Japan. The standards of this church and 
its seminary are, like our own, the West- 
minster Standards, nothing more nor less. 
The physical plant belongs to our Mission 
and is used rent free by the seminary, 
but we are free to ask them to get out 
at any time. The Church pays the salaries 
of all the Japanese professors. Our Mis- 
sion gives my services as teacher and 
provides for the upkeep of the property 
and most of the running expenses. Our 
Mission has always acted on the prin- 
ciple that if our own church's standards 
ure important enough to underlie the 
training of our ministers at home they 
are just as important here. The church 
in Japan is not in a vacuum. In fact, the 
latest theological and philosophical fads 
reach its membership faster than they do 
in America, for the Japanese are like the 
Athenians; and there are the old false 
ideas of religion and morals to be com- 
batted as well, 

If the Reformed Church is fundamental- 
ist it is so only in the sense that it takes 
its standards seriously. Persons making 
profession of faith answer exactly the 
same questions as in our church, with the 
sole addition of one expressing belief in 
only one God; and its officers and minis- 
ters are under the same vows as our own. 

You will be gratified to know that Kinjo 
College, which is owned and controlled by 
a self-perpetuating board and which does 
not have the Westminster or any other 
Reformed standards, though it does have 
a definitely evangelistic statement of faith, 
has since the war received outright from 
our church almost one an a half times as 
much as the cost of the plant loaned to 
the Reformed Seminary, and in addition 
the services of several missionary teachers 

2. Shikoku Christian College for Men is 
the only school we have started since the 
war. Seiwa Girls’ School in Kochi was 
well known formerly as the Carrie Mc- 
Millan Home, When the Kochi Church 
took it over some years before the war it 
Was renamed and changed into a high 
school. After the war the Japan Mission 


received it back. Both of these institu- 
tions have the Westminster standards. 
Their boards are elected by our Mission 
and have members who do not belong to 
the Reformed Church though they accept 
the schcols’ standards. 

3. The only requirements we have for 
the Japanese ministers working with us 
are: (1) That they sincerely accept the 
Shorter Catechism, (2) that they stand 
against idolatry in all forms and teach 
their church members to do so, (3) that 
they agree to do all they can to build their 
people up in Christian faith and practice, 
and (4) that they do all in their power to 
evangelize the entire field assigned to 
them. 

The Reformed Church is the only church 
in Japan that, so far as I have ever heard, 
has taken an official stand against idola- 
try. Our Mission alone among the major 
missions in Japan took a stand on this 
issue before the war, It is not unnatural 
that though we started our work after 
the war with ministers outside the Re- 
formed Church as well as some in it who 
met our terms, they are all now in the Re- 
formed Church. 

There are no fixed requirements for 
“personal helpers’ (workers outside the 
category of Japanese ministers in our em- 
ploy, whom we term “evangelists”). Each 
missionary has freedom in choosing his 
own. 

Cooperation with publishing enterprises 
has never been determined on the basis 
of whether or not they meet the specifica- 
tions of the Reformed Church or the West- 
minster Standards. The only issue that 
has been raised in regard to them is 
whether their publications advance the 
gospel or not. Do you advocate coopera- 
tion with a publishing agency that is get- 
ting out a new commentary on the New 
Testament claiming to have in view the 
needs of people just coming into the 
Christian faith, in which the volume on 
Matthew explains away the Virgin Birth 
as a late addition, the supernatural ac- 
companiments of Jesus’ baptism as purely 
subjective, miracles and the resurrection 
by means of a vague complex of supposed 
misunderstanding of what really hap- 
pened, accretion of traditiional elements, 
various editings, quotations from learned 
authorities, and what not? Will it influ- 
ence your reply to be told that the pub- 
lishers are the Christian Literature So- 
ciety of Japan, which is supported by the 
missions and churches representing the 
great majority of Protestants in Japan, 
and that the commentary is sponsored by 
the committee through which the Kyodan 
and eight major North American Boards 
cooperate? For myself, I do not under- 
stand how a Christian can ask me to help 
pay for the publication of such destruc- 
tive unbelief, whoever may be behind it. 
Perhaps I am wrong in my understanding 
of the term Christian! 

4. As to “cooperation,” I submit that the 
term is subject to definition. You are 
making it mean cooperation with the 
largest group of Protestants in Japan, 
which is connected with the largest group 
of Protestants in America. If we cooper- 
ated with them in some things we would 
thereby not be cooperating with a ma- 
jority of the Protestant missionaries in 
Japan. The Reformed Church, like our 
Mission, decides questions of cooperation 
on the basis of principle and aim, not of 
numbers. Are we or the sponsors of the 
book described above thwarting “larger 
cooperation and Christian unity’? Which 


group is meeting “the gigantic opportunity 
in Japan” with the gospel of Christ? Can 
cooperation on the basis of a diminished 
Christ bring in the Kingdom here in Japan 
or anywhere else? 

5. In regard to the ICU I still think that 
the greatest contribution you could make 
toward a clear understanding of the seri- 
ous problems connected with it would be 
to publish its constitutions. 

I am glad you realize that the problem 
of Japan demands the serious attention 
of the church, and I hope you will be able 
to bring all aspects of it to the church's 
attention. But I wonder if the problem is 
not far more serious and widespread, and 
goes deeper, than you have supposed. It 
is so tremendous that I am sure nothing 
short of the teaching and application of 
the “whole counsel of God” can meet it. 
I pray that we in Japan may not shrink 
from declaring it. 

W. A. McILWAINE. 

Kobe, Japan. 


Enthusiasm (continued) 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Thank you for publishing in full the 
splendid address by E. T. Thompson on 
“The Bible for Today” (OUTLOOK, Feb. 
11). It is the best treatment of the sub- 
ject I have read. Only wish I would have 
heard him deliver it. I’m delighted that 
you are printing it in pamphlet form. En- 
closed find check for $4 for which please 
send me 100 copies. 

DORSEY D. ELLIS. 

Louisville, Ky. 

Thanks for the inestimable service in 
printing Dr. Thompson's article. . . . It 
should be recorded by the Audio-Visual 
department for educational purposes in 
area meetings and congregations. Please 
send me 20 copies of the booklet. 

In connection with Senator Kefauver’s 
letter in the same issue, I’m sure he would 
not mind this quote also from him re- 
cently: “I have long opposed the mixing 
of church and state, and feel that an Am- 
bassador to any church is unnecessary.” 

RAYMOND B. SPIVEY. 

Point Lookout, Mo. 

“The Bible for Today” is so impressive 
that . - I should like to furnish a copy 
of it to each member of our Sunday school 


class. . . Please send me 100 copies... . 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
20 copies. It is just the thing for 


eur church school 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


20 copies.—ATLANTA, GA. 

20 copies.—MILAN, TENN. 

40 copies WATERTOWN, TENN. 

20 copies.—UNIVERSITY, ALA. 

20 copies.—SANTA ROSA, CALIF. 

20 copies.—CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS. 
20 copies.—MIDLAND, TEXAS. 

20 copies.—MIAMI, FLA. 


100 copies.—CLEARWATER, FLA., etc., 
etc. 


teachers to read.— 


DR. SWEETS DIES 


Henry H. Sweets, 79, executive 
secretary of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., 1904-43, and moderator 
of the 1935 General Assembly, died un- 
expectedly at his home in Louisville, 
Ky., Feb. 25. Dr. Sweets’ contribution 
to the church was a large one, both in 
the field of education and also in regard 
to the care of aged ministers and their 
widows. It was under his leadership 
that the Ministers Annuity Fund was 
inaugurated. (Editorial, next week.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
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Kefauver Now Favors 
Naming of Personal 


Envoy to Vatican 
Deplores Disunity Caused 


By Present Discussions 


Manchester, N. H. (RNS)—Appoint- 
ment of a personal envoy of the Presi- 
dent to the Vatican, instead of a full- 
fledged ambassador, was advocated here 
by Sen. Estes Kefauver of Tennessee 
who is campaigning for votes in the 
state’s Presidential primary (OUT- 
LOOK, Feb. 11). 

He said the controversy that resulted 
from President Truman’s nomination of 
Gen. Mark W. Clark as Ambassador to 
the Vatican was ‘‘unfortunate.”’ 

“It is deplorable and unjustified,’’ he 
said, ‘‘that the nomination was used by 
some people to criticize the Catholic 
Church.’”’ 


Praises ‘Good Job” 


Sen. Kefauver praised the Roman 
Catholic Church for doing ‘‘a good job” 
in fighting Communism and said: 


“We have a common interest and must 
join in this effort. I have no fears 
about any interference with our gov- 
ernment on the part of the Vatican.’’ 

Declaring that there were ‘millions 
of honest Americans who are divided 
on the Vatican issue,’”’ the senator said 
that “this is a time when we should 
have the greatest possible unity against 
the common enemy.”’ 

He recalled that President Roosevelt 
had appointed a personal envoy to the 
Vatican and added that he believed it 
was “better to handle the important job 
of relationships with the Vatican’’ in 
this way. 


Niemoeller Wants Emergency 
Church Convocation Called 


Berlin (RNS)—An emergency convo- 
cation of the Synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) to discuss 
German rearmament was urged by Pas- 
tor Martin Niemoeller just before he left 
Frankfurt by plane for the United 
States on a six-week lecture tour. 

In a letter to Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, chairman of EKID’s Council, 
the German Protestant leader warned 
that the rearmament issue ‘might be 
One of life or death.’’ 

He said the Synod should be called 
together as soon as possible because 
“the German people have rarely felt 
such a need for guidance as they do 
upon this question.’’ 





JAMESON JONES: Gets fellowship. 


Centre College Dean Wins 
Graduate Fellowship Award 


Jameson M. Jones, dean of Centre 
College, Danville, Ky., has been awarded 
one of the Presbyterian Graduate Fel- 
lowships for study abroad during the 
coming academic year. 

Announcement of the award (from 


“2n anonymous donor) was made through 


the higher education division of the 
Presbyterian Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, Richmond, Va. 

This is the third of the major fellow- 
ships to be awarded under these aus- 
pices. 

Dean Jones, a native of Corinth, Miss., 
has been at Centre since 1942, except 
for one year spent teaching at the Poly- 
technic Institute, San German, Puerto 
Rico. He taught religion and philos- 
ophy at Centre until he became aca- 
demic dean in 1949. 

With earned degrees from South- 
western, Louisville Seminary and Duke 
(Ph. D.), Dean Jones is expected to 
choose one of the English universities 
for his year of additional study. 

He is the father of two small sons. 
Mrs. Jones, the former Clarece Nichols 
of Danville, died during the past year. 


NIEMOELLER HERE 


Martin Niemoeller, German Protes- 
tant leader, and his wife are in this 
country on a six-week speaking tour. 
Afaer ten days with the Florida Chain 
of Missionary Assemblies they will pro- 
ceed to the Mid-West, the West Coast 
and then back to the New York area 


- 


before returning home Mar. 27. 


Canterbury Calls for 
National Reformation 


As New Reign Begins 
Asks All Agencies to 


Encourage Such a Crusade 


London (RNS) — Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
called here for a national reformation 
as ‘‘comprehensive and creative” as the 
one under the first Queen Elizabeth. 

Speaking at a memorial service to the 
late King George VI in St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral, Dr. Fisher paid tribute to the de- 
ceased monarch and to the new ruling 
sovereign of England, Queen Eliza- 
beth II. 

He said there is a movement now to- 
wards a reformation but that it was a 
“little shame-faced and hesitant.” As 
the new reign gets under way, Dr. 
Fisher added, the time is propitious for 
a return to the Christian religion and 
the Christian Church. 

The Anglican primate called on the 
press and all powerful organs of pub- 
licity and public opinion to lead a vigor- 
ous reform movement. The laity, he 
said, must head such a crusade and, in 
due time, the Church would supply the 
clergy to furnish the spiritual guidance 
for it. 


Dr. Fisher said that the reformation 
should ‘‘expel the drab and the dreary, 
the sordid and salacious, the sadistic 
and the sexy, the trivial and the trump- 
ery and the assumption that everybody’s 
main objective in life is more money, 
more clothes and more amusement.”’ 

‘Let there be a reformation,” he said, 
“as eager, as scriptural, as comprehen- 
sive and as creative as the reformation 
under the first Queen Elizabeth.” 

More than 3,000 attended the service, 
including many Free Church leaders. 


Western Section 
Adds Two Members 


Buck Hill Falls, Pa. (RNS)—Two de- 
nominations were accepted into mem- 
bership by the Western Section of the 
World Alliance of Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches at its annual meeting 
here. 

The two new members are: the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church and 
the Free Magyar Reformed Church. 
With these additions, nine denomina- 
tions are now represented in the Al- 
liance. They have a total communicant 
membership of nearly 5,500,000. 








The Section reaffirmed its position of 
upholding religious liberty and opposing 
the appointment by this country of any 
representative to the Vatican. 

It also voted to transmit an appeal 
for aid from the Presbyterian Church in 
Jamaica, B. W. I., which suffered hurri- 
cane damage, to the member Churches 
of the Section. 

In another action, the Section agreed 
to reduce the number of delegates to 
annual meetings from 164 to 96. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
Addison H. Leitch, Pittsburgh, 
dean of the Pittsburgh-Xenia Theologi- 
cal Seminary of the United Presbyterian 
Church, president, and Ralph Hindman, 
First Presbyterian church of 
Buffalo, N. Y., vice-president. 

Re-elected were: Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 
of Maryville Mary- 
ville, Tenn., secretary; Grace, 
Philadelphia, 
Robert C 
treasurer. 


are: 


pastor of 


College, 
Roy E. 
secretary and 
Valley Forge, Pa., 


president 


recording 
Ligget, 


The Western Section is studying a 
change in its constitution whereby Pres- 
byterians, other 
represent 


than ministers and 


elders, may their respective 


denominations. Three women 


present at the recent meeting as cor- 


were 


responding members. 

Eleven Presbyterians, U. S., attended 
the Buck Hill Falls meeting. Under the 
reduction voted by the Section, Presby- 
terians, U. S., may send as many as 13 
in the future. (The quota has been 
16—never realized.) 

All Presbyterian bodies 
in the Section are being asked to ex- 
press their judgment on the so-called 
Basel statement—‘‘You may approve of 
it or disapprove of it, but you must take 
it seriously, not ignore it.’”’ This state- 
ment emphasizes the perils of ‘‘ecumeni- 


represented 


eal denominationalism which can make 
or wreck the movement towards Chris- 
tian unity” and lifts Presby- 
terianism”’ and the ‘Reformed tradi- 
tion’’ as the “servant of God’s redemp- 


‘‘world 


tive purposes through the wider agency 
of the Church Universal.”” (OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 3, 1951.) 


Five Columbia Students 
Named to Fellowships 


Five members of the senior class at 
Columbia Theological Seminary have 
been chosen by the faculty of that in- 
stitution as winners of fellowships en- 
titling them to a year of post-graduate 
theological study. Winners of Fannie 
Jordan Bryan Fellowships are: Miles 
Douglas Harper, Jr., of Hattiesburg, 
Miss., a graduate of Mississippi South- 
ern College, and Richard Giles Laurens, 
Atlanta, Ga., a graduate of Davidson 
College. 

Alumni Fellowships were awarded to 
William Russell Hoyt, III, of Pulaski, 
Va., a graduate of Davidson College; 
Robert Lawrence of Montgomery, Ala., 
a graduate of Alabama Polytechnic In- 
stitute; and Samuel Thomas Young of 


4 





Newdale, N. C., a graduate of 
College. 


King 


These fellowships are in all instances 
awarded on the basis of a distinguished 
record in scholarship at the seminary 
and of general promise for usefulness 
in the work of the ministry. Winners 
of fellowships may elect to use them 
at any time within the next five years 
for graduate study at approved educa- 
tional institutions of America or of 
kurope. 


Presbyterian Kennon Defeats 


Presbyterian Spaht in Louisiana 


Baton Rouge, La. (RNS)—Judge 
Robert F. Kennon, a Presbyterian lay 
defeated the Long machine’s 
hand-picked candidate, Carlos G. Spaht, 
in the Louisiana run-off primary to win 
nomination as the Democratic guberna- 
torial candidate. 

Democratic nomination is equivalent 


leader, 


to election in one-party Louisiana where 
the November inter-party contest is a 
mere formality. 

Mr. Spaht, who resigned as Federal 
District Judge in Baton Rouge to enter 
the gubernatorial race, had topped the 
field of candidates in the first 
primaries, held Jan. 15. Judge Kennon, 
a member of the state Court of Appeals 
bench, was a close second. In the run- 
off, all of the seven candidates elimi- 
nated in the first primary threw their 
support to Judge Kennon in a coalition 
against the Long machine. 

The Democratic nominee is a former 
president of the Louisiana Synod Com- 
mittee of Presbyterian Men and a former 
state chairman of the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews. His de- 
feated opponent is chairman of the 
board of deacons of a Presbyterian 
church here. 

Religious issues were injected into the 
hotly-contested campaign. Judge Ken- 
non’s supporters charged the opposition 
with organizing a whispering campaign 
alleging that he would halt free lunches, 
textbooks and bus service to Catholic 
schools if elected. The Kennon forces 
countered by pointing out that there 
were Catholics as well as Protestants on 
his ticket. 


nine 


Missionary Leaders Urge 
Church Study of Segregation 


Columbus, O. (RNS)—WMissionary 
education leaders of major Protestant 
denominations urged here that the Na- 
tional Council of Churches make a 
study of racial segregation in American 
churches. 

The proposal was made in a resolu- 
tion adopted unanimously by the mis- 
sionary Education Section of the Na- 
tional Council’s Division of Christian 
Education. 

The group asked the National Coun- 
cil to arrange for a conference to study 
the causes of the persistence of segre- 
gation and to discover the extent to 
which both the majority and minority 


groups wish to go in breaking it down. 
It was also urged that the conference 
point the way in which churches can 
“begin to take effective steps to remedy 
present conditions.”’ 
Horace Williams, Nashville, 
secretary of the section, said: 


Tenn., 


“The time has come when Christian 
people in America should face honestly, 
sincerely and constructively the ques- 
tion of racial segregation in our 
churches. 


“We have spent much of our time 
kicking ourselves and one another on 
the shins over this matter but have 
done very little in facing together the 
real reasons back of and the problems 
involved in segregation.’’ 


W. H. Belk, of Charlotte, 


Dies of Heart Attack 


William Henry Belk, 89, founder of 
the Belk stores and prominent Presby- 
terian layman, died in a Charlotte, 
N. C., hospital Feb. 21 after a heart 
attack suffered the same day. 

A generous giver to Presbyterian 
home missions and to many educational 
institutions, a $50,000 pledge had just 
been announced for Presbyterian Junior 
College. On the day of his death it was 
announced at Founders’ Day exercises 
that Mr. Belk had offered to give this 
sum if the college secured $500,000 as 
endowment. The college made him an 
honorary life trustee. 


Mr. Belk was a member of the Board 
of Directors of Montreat and for many 
years had been identified with its life. 


Don’t let it happen in your town. 





Promoters of Fake 
Directory Are Fined 


Arlington, Va. (RNS)—Two persons 
charged with larceny by false pretense 
because of advertising solicitation for a 
Protestant church directory of the 
Greater Washington area were con- 
victed and fined in county court here. 

John C. Allen, 61, of Hyattsville, Md., 
and Mrs. Blanche West, 45, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., were fined $10 each and 
given suspended jail sentences. Com- 
monwealth’s Attorney William J. Has- 
sau recommended leniency, telling the 
court that the defendants had agreed to 
discontinue their solicitation both in 
this and other areas. 


Mr. Hassau said that the defendants 
turned over 300 copies of the purported 
publication to Arlington police for de- 
struction. 

In their representations to adver- 
tisers, the defendants were said to have 
claimed that the church directory would 
be placed in hotels, bus stations, and 
servicemen’s centers. Mr. Hassau said 
that the information about churches 
contained in the “dummy” copies was 
inaccurate and usually obtained with- 
out the knowledge or consent of the 
church concerned. 
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e The ‘‘Common Commission Plan’’ Heralds 


an Important New Step in Cooperation 


A New Day in Youth Work 


O-OPERATIVE Christian youth 

work in America is making signifi- 

cant progress as the denomina- 
tions adopt the ‘‘Common Commission 
Plan” developed through the United 
Christian Youth Movement. More than 
thirty denominations are adopting the 
same terminology and organizational 
structure in their youth fellowships, 
opening channels of understanding and 
co-operation among Christian young 
people, limited only by the vision and 
co-operative spirit of each local youth 
group. The plan has been officially 
adopted by the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
and will become operative for the Senior 
High Fellowship on April 1, 1952. 


Five Commissions Formed 


The plan calls for the total program 
for young people to be carried forward 
through five Commissions as follows: 

1. Commission on Christian Faith— 
to help youth grow in a vital Christian 
faith and life. 

The source of our faith. 

Personal enrichment and growth. 

Christian faith in personal conduct. 

2. Commission on Christian Witness 
—to help youth make known to others 
the way of Christ by all they say and 
do. 

Evangelism. Stewardship. 

Churchmanship. Christian Vocation. 

3. Commission on Christian Out- 
reach—-to help youth know, and accept 
their responsibility in, the world-wide 
mission of the church. 

Home Missions. World Missions. 

Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. 

International relations. 

4. Commission on Christian Citizen- 
ship—to help youth understand com- 
munity needs and, on the basis of Chris- 
tian convictions, work to meet these 
needs through personal influence and 
group action. 

Service to the local church and to the 
community. 

Intergroup relations. 

Social problems. 

Local, state, and national political ac- 
tion. 

5. Commission on Christian Fellow- 
ship—to help youth experience in all 
their relationships the bond of Chris- 
tian fellowship which comes from their 
common faith. 

Christian home life. 

Local church as a fellowship. 

Recreation. 

Relation with other churches. 

The story of the development of this 
Plan is a case study in co-operative 


*Director, Youth Work, Board of 
Christian Education, Presbyterian 


Church, U. S. 
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By JOHN S. McMULLEN* 
te 


Christianity on the youth level. It be- 
gan in Kentucky, where the young peo- 
ple of the Presbyterian Churches, U. S., 
and U.S.A., united their program into 
the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship of 
Kentucky. As they were working out 
details of this merger in 1949 they 
asked the two youth departments to 
help them coordinate the programs of 
the two denominations by working out 
a Commission organization for their 
united program. When this had been 
done, leaders in the Westminster Fel- 
lowship of the U.S.A. Church dreamed 
of a similar coordination among all the 
denominations. Their overture, en- 
dorsed by the Assembly’s Youth Coun- 
cil of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
went to the 144 General Council of the 
United Christian Youth Movement sug- 
gesting such a possibility. It was re- 
ceived enthusiastically and a study of 
the various youth programs was begun. 


@ Some results of ‘‘ The Call’’ 


A year later a proposed “Common 
Commission Plan” of five Commissions 
was sent to the denominations for study 
and comment, and in 1951, after con- 
sidering these suggestions, the plan was 
officially adopted for the United Chris- 
tian Youth Movement, and commended 
to its constituent denominations. Each 
denomination had full freedom to adopt 
it or not, as they decide. The U. C. 
Y. M. action was not binding in any 
way upon the denominations. But since 
the denominational Youth Fellowship 
shared in the creation of this plan, wide 
acceptance is assured. 


As of April 1, 1952, the following de- 
nominations have officially adopted the 
plan for their own youth programs and 
will be operating under it: American 
(Northern) Baptist, Cumberland Presby- 
terian, Evangelical and Reformed, Afri- 
can Methodist Episcopal Zion, Moravian, 
the Church of God, and Presbyterian, 
U. S. Denominations that will definitely 
be operating under this plan by early 
1954 include Presbyterian, USA (Oc- 
tober, 1952), Methodist (1953), Evan- 


Teenagers Enroll for Action 


Wilmington, Del. (RNS)—Hundreds 
of teenagers have been enrolled in a 
broad social service program here that 
includes the repair and improvement of 
slum area houses. 

The project is typical of those set up 
in many cities of the nation as part of 
the ‘‘Call to United Youth Action’’ spon- 
sored by the United Christian Youth 
Movement (OUTLOOK, Jan. 28). 

Jointly organized here by the U. C. 
Y. M. and the Wilmington Christian 
Youth Council, the program has estab- 
lished a continuing Weekend Work 
Camp in which the teenagers will spend 
one weekend each month carrying out 
the repair projects. 


In Settlement Houses 


Another phase of the program pro- 
vides volunteer youth workers for part- 
time jobs in settlement houses, hospi- 
tals and other institutions under the 
supervision of the Volunteer Bureau of 
the Welfare Council of Northern Dela- 
ware. 

In the work camps, the youngsters 
cooperate in painting, repairing and re- 
storing local church properties that 
need renovation or in performing a 
similar service for run-down dwellings 
in slum areas. 

The first camp was set up in Bethel 
A. M. E. church, in the heart of Wil- 
mington’s ‘‘East Side.’’ The Negro 
house of worship will be used as a base 


and dormitory for nearly all future 


work camp projects. 

A selected group of 15 boys and girls 
reported to the church on Friday eve- 
ning where they were assigned dormi- 
tory quarters and given an orientation 
talk on the type of work to be done the 
next day. 

Leaders of the group then explained 
the underlying motives and objectives 
of the project and outlined the oppor- 
tunity it afforded of building up com- 
munity relations on interracial and in- 
terdenominational levels. 


Help from Agencies 


Saturday was spent by the teenagers 
in repair work on substandards houses, 
a list of which was provided by social 
agencies and the Wilmington Housing 
Authority. 

After spending Saturday night in the 
dormitories, the group dispersed to the 
churches of their choice for worship 
services but returned to Bethel A. M. E. 
church for luncheon before disbanding. 

The same schedule will be followed 
in succeeding monthly camps with the 
young workers rotating in the assign- 
ments. 

Widespread approval of the program 
has come not only from churches and 
social agencies but from city officials. 
The latter said that the program might 
go a long way toward bettering com- 
munity relations, improving the appear- 
ance of neglected areas and keeping 
young people usefully occupied. 











gelical United Brethren, Church of the 
Brethren, Reformed Church of America, 
Colored Methodist Episcopal, African 
Methodist Episcopal, and most of the 
thirty-eight denominations in the U. C. 
, oe 

This 
markable example of teamwork among 
the churches, for denomination 
maintains its full autonomy both in con- 
sidering this plan and in developing its 
program based upon it. At least two 
denominations, namely the United Pres- 
byterian and the Disciples of Christ, do 
not at this time feel it wise to adopt 
the plan in their youth program. Not 
only have they full freedom to decline 
to use this plan, but no pressure is put 
upon them to conform. 

At the same time, certain definite ad- 
vantages of a common commission struc- 


voluntary acceptance is a re- 


each 


ture are recognized. The training of 
leaders is greatly facilitated—youth 
caravans, leadership training schools, 


and special materials can be planned 


and used co-operatively. 
community service can be encouraged 
since channels of promotion and specific 


Co-operative 


responsibilities 
most 


are similar. Perhaps 
important of all, a common lan- 
guage among the young people of vari- 
ous youth groups in a community will 
build a sense of understanding and com- 
mon purpose and a consciousness of fel- 
lowship in their Christian faith and 
service. 

Better Also for Presbyterians U. S. 

For our church, these advantages are 
fully recognized, and our youth pro- 
gram is committed to co-operative Chris- 
tian service. The basic reason for 
changes being made in our present pro- 
gram, however, is that the revised plan 
is a more balanced and effective pro- 
gram for our own young people. Our 
primary responsibility is to provide the 
most effective program possible for the 
young people of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. The leaders of our youth 
program, both young people and adults, 


@ Though some people said the idea was an 


impossible one, they showed that you can hold a 


Religious Emphasis Week in High School 


HERE was a knock at the door, 
| soft, almost timid, interrupting 
the proceedings of the regular 


monthly meeting of the Ministerial As- 
sociation. As the knock was answered, 
a group of young people, representing 


all the churches of the Association, 
came into the room. They had left 
their classrooms in the school around 


the corner to ask the ministers a ques- 
tion. 

“We have been wondering if we could 
have a youth revival for all the young 
people in the town?” 

From that question grew the most 
interesting and fruitful program held 
in Elizabethtown, Kentucky, in the re- 
cent memory of the people. 


Planning Four Months Ahead 


The question was raised at the Octo- 
ber meeting of the Association, and be- 
cause there was such a press of busi 
committee of 
instructed to 


ness, was referred to a 
two ministers 
meet with the young people and bring a 
plan to the next meeting. 

Several meetings were held with the 
young people who had asked the ques- 
tion. In these meetings the form and 
theme of the revival was worked out 
and submitted to the Ministerial 
ciation where it received wholehearted 
support. The plan taken to the 
individual youth groups in the various 
churches, where unanimous support was 
pledged. 

The first step was to broaden the base 
of the original idea to include the high 
school itself as much as possible. Here 
the experience of one of the ministers 


who were 


Asso- 


was 


*Pastor, Elizabethtown Presbyterian 
Church, Elizabethtown, Ky. 
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By DONALD V. MORSE* 
@ 


who had served as a minister to stu- 
dents at a state university, was brought 
to bear upon the problem. He sug- 
gested the form of a Religious Emphasis 
Week, used successfully on the campus 


of many universities. With certain 
adaptations, this was the form finally 
agreed upon. 


The theme of the meetings was to be 
the question: ‘‘What shall I do with 
my life?’’ One day was to be set aside 
for emphasis upon each of five answers: 

I make a family, with special emphasis 
upon problems of boy-girl relations. 

I work, with special emphasis upon 
the problems of vocations. 

I become a citizen, with special em- 


phasis upon the problems involved in 
the draft. 
I play, with special emphasis upon 


the problems of recreation. 

I worship, with special emphasis upon 
the questions of. religious thought and 
practice. 

The pattern for each day was similar. 
A radio worship program was prepared 
by the young people around the theme 


of the particular day. A devotional 
guide was prepared for use in a brief 
devotional period in each homeroom. 
There followed a convocation program 
in the high school auditorium, featur- 
ing the speaker of the day. Each 


chosen for his 
ability to deal with the particular theme 
of the day. The program 
was arranged so that the speaker was 
allowed 15 minutes to present the sub- 
ject in a provocation manner, with the 
final 45 minutes given over to questions 
from the floor. Following this, individ- 


speaker was especially 


convocation 


believe that the plan will make possible 
an even stronger program for high 
school young people in local churches. 
That this stronger program opens Pos- 
sibilities of understanding and fellow- 


ship with other Christian youth is a 
cause for reali gratification. 
The new manuals for the use of 


Senior High Fellowships are now ayail- 
able. They outline in detail the way 
the Revised Commission Plan functions 
in our own church. They guide young 
people in a stronger emphasis on evan- 
gelism and stewardship in the Commis- 
sion on Christian Witness, and an in- 
creased concern with Bible study, prayer 
and worship in the Commission on 
Christian Faith. 

In these vital areas as well as in mis- 
sions, service, and fellowship, young 
people are both strengthening their own 
program and finding ways to work more 
closely with youth of other churches in 
witness and service in the name of 
Christ. 


ual conferences and consultations were 
held during the remainder of the school 
day. 

In the evening a meeting was 
held at a central church downtown, with 
good singing and a message by ths 
speaker, followed by an invitation to 
commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
either as Savior, or for a_ full-time 
church vocation. 


mass 


Young People Lead 


Was carried on en- 
tirely by the young people. They chose 
their own  song-leader—the actual 
leader was one of the cheer leaders, who 
did a fine job. The young people led 
in the prayers, introduced the speakers, 
played the organ and piano, supported 
the chorus of 40 voices each night, acted 
as ushers—rising to the challenge of 
overcrowded conditions several times in 
a competent manner. 


Every activity 


The actual arrangements of the meet- 
ing were under the overall direction of 
a committte of young people, one per- 
son being elected to the committee from 
each youth group. The finances and 
budget, advertising, arrangements, pro- 
gram, were all worked out by this group 
using ministers only as resource 
persons. In fact, the only real task left 
to the almost from the be- 
ginning was the securing of the speak- 
Because of the fact that each 
speaker was to be in town for only one 
day, it was possible to secure from the 
nearby metropolis, a panel of men ex- 
cellently qualified for each particular 
A professor from a theological 
seminary, the associate director of the 
State Board of Health, an author, 4 


two 


ministers 


ers. 


theme. 
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missionary, and a pastor formed the 
panel of speakers for the week. 

The results of the meeting were far 
greater than any person had anticipated 
at the beginning. The response and the 
effect of the meeting within the school 
have been highly praised by the teach- 
ers and the administrators of the school. 
The attendance of the young people 
themselves was fine. It is generally 
believed that every young person in the 
high school was present at one or more 
meetings. At least six commitments to 
full-time church vocations were secured. 
These names were referred to the ap- 
propriate denominational officials. The 
interest in and support of various youth 


groups has been tremendously increased. 

But by far the greatest result was in 
breaking down, a little, the barrier 
separating secular and religious think- 
ing. The original hope of the planning 
committee was achieved, in that religion 
was introduced into the life that the 
young people were living. Real ques- 
tions and problems that the young peo- 
ple were wrestling with were brought 
out into the open in a religious setting 
and given answers from a Christian 
point of view. 

And, last, but by far not the least, 
a large number of young people had the 
opportunity to plan and execute a pro- 
gram of significance in the church. The 


churches of this town will reap for years 
to come, the benefits to be derived from 
the fact that a large number of young 
people have learned that they can serve 
the church competently as laymen and 
laywomen. 

The planning committee was told 
early in its work that a Religious Em- 
phasis Week was possible only in a col- 
lege or university setting. They asked 
why this was true, and received no sat- 
isfactory answer. Now they know that 
the statement was not true. They know 
that by careful planning, it is possible to 
have a Religious Emphasis Week in a 
high school that will contribute greatly 
to the life of the young people. 








life and death. 





A WORD OF WISDOM 


“Humanity is in danger of being trapped in this world by its moral adolescence. 
Our knowledge of science has already outstripped our capacity to control it. 

“We have too many men of science; too few men of God. 
mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount. 
blindly through a spiritual darkness while toying with the precarious secrets of 


“The world has achieved brilliance without wisdom, power without conscience. 
Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants.”’ 


GENERAL OMAR N. BRADLEY. 


We have grasped the 


Man ts stumbling 








Presbyterians, through their own institutions of Higher Edu- 


cation, seek to prepare youth with 


faith’’ who will create a better tonforrow. 
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EDITORIAL 





Common Commission Plan 


In his informative article about the 
important 
ized youth work in most of the major 
denominations, Mr. McMullen (see page 
5) has pointed up some of the most im- 
portant results to be emphasized in 
adoption of the “Common Commission 
Plan.” 

It is amazing, once you think about 
it, what profound and far-reaching ef- 
fects can be realized by so simple a 


step being taken by organ- 


matter as adopting common terminol- 
ogy. 
Our readers will applaud the good 


sense and the fine spirit that underlie 
this significant unification of ideas and 
terminology and will hope that with a 
coordination of our eccelesiastical cal- 
endars, we may be able to make a 
greater united impact in community ef- 
fort as well as on a national scale. 

But there are other implications of 


this step which relate to needs in our 


own church. 
We have long been under the com- 
pulsion of re-studying our program and 


framework. 
once followed 
channels, if they could be so forced, 
which were based upon an elaborate 
mechanism—that finally just refused to 
work. Even now, many people feel, our 
psychology is twisted and we are set 
up, and many of our programs are pre- 
pared, not so much to achieve spiritual 
and personal objectives as to “‘promote 
causes.” 

It is interesting therefore, and im- 
portant, that a responsible committee 
charged with planning study and pro- 
grams in our church has asked our Gen- 
eral Council to take a good look at the 
“Common Commission Plan’ with a 
view to its possible adoption as a basis 
for all our church programs. 

In view of this, it is important that 
we study this movement as something 
even more comprehensive than simply 
relating to our youth work. 


organizational 
emphases 


Program 
complicated 


Austin College’s Challenge 


Boards of trustees, conscientious 
alumni, and patrons should be quick to 
support what Austin College calls its 
“first tentative step toward abolishing 
all subsidies for athletes’ and its in- 
vitation to other colleges to join in a 
long-range effort to organize a ‘purely 
amateur’ football conference. 

Offering to take a pioneering lead in 
straining ‘‘professional” football and its 
attendant financial burden from small- 
athletics, the trustees of the 
Sherman, Texas, institution recently 
called upon the administration im- 
mediately to ‘“‘engage actively in an en- 
deavor to obtain the cooperation of 
other schools in the Southwest in setting 
up a purely amateur conference.” 

With contracts already made _ for 
coming seasons, the Austin proposal 
looks toward the possibility of achiev- 
ing, within the next two years, a ‘purely 


college 


amateur status for all competitive 
athletics.” 

College officials indicate that two 
other Texas Conference colleges (un- 


named) 
a third, 
has dropped 


have responded favorably, and 
Southwestern at Georgetown, 
football completely. 

It this specific step achieves its pur- 
pose, it is indicated that Austin College 
will place new emphasis on all forms of 
sports, with stress on participation by 
all stuilents, including year-round 
schedules of intramural athletics and 
supervised physical training. 

Such a course should be widely and 
heartily commended. Any such move- 
ment toward sanity and sound educa- 
encouragement. It has 
that the 
have a 


tion deserves 
long contention 
church-related institutions 


special challenge to lead the way toward 


been our 


a properly integrated program with the 
restoration of a balancing of values. 

It is to be hoped that six or eight 
other institutions will welcome the pro- 
gram Austin College is submitting. But 
even if they don’t, is it too much to 


hope that this pioneering institution 


will join the distinguished ranks of a 
grand minority and set its scale of 
values on sound foundations? Anq 
then, that another here and there wil] 
have the courage to do the same? 





THE FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER 





Repent 


Unless you repent you will all like. 
wise perish.—Luke 13:5. 


The best thing to do with our sins ig 
not to mourn over them, or boast about 
them, but to repent of them and quit 
them. 

Most of us know our sins all too well. 
For one it is clutching greed without 
sharing. For some it is lust without 
deep love. For others it is sloth that is 
too lazy to think the deeper thought or 
do the needed kindness, the hard task. 
Anger that refuses to forgive is sin. And 
the refusal to accept God’s grace is the 
one unforgivable sin, simply because we 
are refusing God’s forgiveness. 

There are some who say they do not 
know their sin. Such ignorance is not 
bliss, for even an unknown sin can hurt 
innocent people. 

When the tower of Siloam fell, 
eighteen people were killed, innocent 

Maybe the engineer miscalcu- 
Maybe graft cheated the foun- 
Maybe the tower. was 

By somebody’s mistake, it 


people. 
lated. 
dation. 
overloaded. 
fell. 

Where the eighteen who were killed 
guilty? Jesus answers No, but unless 
we ALL repent, guilty and innocent 
alike, we shall all perish. 

Let Us Pray: Our Father, help 
us to see clearly the sins which do beset 
us. Then give us the strength to for- 
sake them, through the grace and for- 
giveness that come to us in Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

—CARL HEATH KOPF in The Fel- 
lowship of Prayer, 1952. Copyright. 
Sponsored by the Department of Evan- 
gelism, National Council of Churches. 


“Christ in Daily Life” 


The Presbyterian U. S. Series of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 





SUNDAY 
MARCH 9 
Topic 
“WILL GOD 
FORGIVE 


you?” 





Rev. Thomas H. McDill, Jr. 
Consult your newspaper for time 


Write for copies of the message 
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Tymber 40 in a series on the Ten Commandments (Conclusion 
Nu 


“CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Romans 10:4. 


S WE THINK BACK over the Ten 

Commandments as a whole, there 
is still a question we must ask. 
Do these laws and all that they stand 
for mean anything to the Christian that 
they do not mean for others? Do we 
have a greater obligation to keep them, 
or are we excused from them altogether, 
because we are Christians? The Chris- 
tian is one who has entered into special 
relationship with God; we are ‘no 
longer strangers’ but children, heirs, 
brothers and sisters of the Lord Christ. 
Does this great truth affect our position 
with regard to God’s laws? 

There is no better answer than that 
given by Saint Paul: “Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth,” or as_ the 
R. S. V. translates it, “Christ is the end 
of the law, that every one who has faith 
may be justified.””, One would have to 
write a book to bring out everything 
that is implied in that single sentence. 
Let us meditate on a few of its mean- 
ings. 


4 


AUL does not mean to say that 
when Christ comes, that is the 
finish of the law. He does not 
mean that Christ came to bring us a 
hammer to smash the Commandments 
or mothballs to lay them away. The 
law of God is not something God used 
to want people to do, whereas he now 
has other ideas. Jesus himself set us 
straight on this: I came not to destroy 
the law but to fulfil, he said. As we 
have already seen, these laws are time- 
less. Whether the age be chaotic and 
degenerate or intelligent and progres- 
sive, the commandments of God are still 
what Elton Trueblood calls them, 
“foundations for reconstruction.” 
Nevertheless, in all that Christ was 
and said and did, he put an end to the 
law as a ladder up to God. He put an 
end to the whole notion of being able 
to earn God’s goodwill, to do something 
in return for which God is obligated to 
save us. Christ puts an end both to 
complacency and to despair. Those who 
know nothing but the law as a way to 
God invariably take one or the other 
of these roads, one leading to pride and 
the other to despair. It is hard to say 
which of these is worse, for both lead 


aWay from God. When you begin to 
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take the Law of God seriously, and yet 
know nothing else, no other way to God, 
then you will either become satisfied 
with yourself too soon, as the Pharisees 
did, or you will conclude that the whole 
effort is too much for mortal man, a de- 
mand far too high; and so come to the 
desperate thought that God, having 
commanded the impossible, must be de- 
termined on the destruction of mankind. 
Christ, once understood, accepted, loved, 
puts an end both to our pride and our 
desperation. 


HRIST is the end of the law in an- 
other way. The word “end” is 
sometimes used as in the sense of 

‘‘goal.’’ (See I Tim. 1:5—the “end of 
the commandment is love out of a pure 
heart’’—tthis is what the commandment 
is driving at. To Christ the whole law 
points. Christ is what the law is driv- 
ing at, what the law leads up to, he is 
the full meaning and the fulfilment of 
the law, the filling-up what is other- 
wise an empty shape. 

Our own church understands this in 
a very special way. We believe that 
Christ did, in fact, what none of us has 
done or can do, namely to obey the will 
of God to perfection. He did not do all 
the good things that can be done or that 
will be done, of course; but in his own 
place and time he not only lived with- 
out sin but was positively and wholly 
good without shadow of flaw. 

All churches teach that Christ died 
for us; our church teaches also that he 
lived for us; just as he died in our 
stead, he lived in our stead. And we 
believe that God aecepted it this way, 
indeed wanted it this way. To put it 
as simply as possible, when God looks 
et us he thinks of Christ. This is hard 
to understand, but mothers understand 
it, for what mother will not welcome 
her son’s friends not for their own sake, 
mainly, but because of her boy? 

When Paul that ‘God _ for 
Christ’s sake has forgiven you’”’ we un- 
derstand this to mean that it is for the 
sake of what Christ did and was, all 
through his life, not less than for what 
he suffered. 


says 


of the law, its goal, because he 
makes personal what otherwise is 
verbal and legal. Righteousness is the 
Bible word for the through-and-through 
quality of life that is pleasing to God, 
not a word for a rule-book correctness. 
For the Christian, the ideal is not to 
obey as many laws as possible out of a 
total of n laws; the Christian ideal is 
simply to be like Jesus. To be a grow- 
ing Christian does not mean to grow 
more and more correct; it means to 
“esrow up in all things into him.” 


FR or the tow, Christ is the end 


ND FINALLY, Christ does more 

than fulfil the law on our behalf, 

more than furnish us with a liv- 
ing example worth more than countless 
rules. He is the inner Power by whose 
indwelling we ourselves learn to know 
and love and do the will of God. So 
far from being discarded at the en- 
trance to the Christian’s life, the Law 
remains the pattern for all his days and 
ways. 

The Christian does not live above the 
law, not even God does that. But as 
the law is the expression of the God of 
Love, so it becomes the expression of 
the one in whom God lives. The Chris- 
tian is not one who has been excused 
from the law, indeed he is expected to 
keep it better than anyone else. But 
whereas, out of Christ, the law comes 
down on us in terrible thunders from 
the outside, and there is nothing in us 
capable of fulfilling it, even were the 
desire complete—in Christ all is differ- 
ent. 

The Fulfiller of the Law lives in our 
heart. What the law could never do, 
Christ does; the law is but words— 
meaningful words to be sure, high 
words, pointing to life; but Christ is 
the Life. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Mission Board Gives 
Items on Personnel 


Items of news incidental to the recent 
meeting of the Board of World Missions 
which were reported by that agency 


include: 
Paul B. Freeland, secretary of over- 
seas relief and inter-church aid, will 


spend the month of May in Japan and 
Korea, surveying refugee conditions 
and relief needs. (It was reported that 
relief weighing than 22 
pounds can now be sent directly to the 
church’s missionaries by International 
Parcel Post—NOT APO.) From Janu- 
ary to October. 1951, the Presbyterian 
Chureh, U. S., contributed 118,951 
pounds of clothing to Church 
World Service out of total contributions 
of 1,729,603 pounds. 
Elio Eynard, of the Wal- 
Theological Seminary, Rome, 
Italy, will spend three or four months 
at Columbia Seminary as an exchange 
professor under the Ecumenical Scholar- 
ship Program. 
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terian, U. S., Missions to secure severa] 
qualified French-speaking missionaries 
to help with the educational program ip 
the Belgian Congo. 

Miss Umeko Kagawa, daughter of the 
Japanese Christian leader, Toyohiko 
Kagawa, will attend the Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond, Va., next 
year and she will attend the World Mis- 
sion Conference at Montreat, Aug 1-6. 
Other opportunities for Miss Kagawa on 
this trip include a scholarship at Yale 
Divinity School and an invitation from 
Muriel Lester in England—acceptance 
of these to follow her ATS experience, 

APO privileges have been terminated 
for persons in Pusan and Taegu, 
Joseph Hopper may now be reached at 
Tong San, Taegu, Korea. APO privi- 
leges for missionaries elsewhere in 
Korea are expected to end soon. 

Langdon M. Henderlite (Brazil) and 
Ruth Farrior (China) are attending the 
Study Fellowship on the Christian Ap- 
proach to Communism at Union Semi- 
nary, New York, Feb. 1-May 31. 


PERSONNEL — New Missionaries: 
Lewis H. Lancaster, Jr., and Mrs. Lan- 
caster (Virginia Barksdale), Kingsport, 
Tenn., have been appointed to evan- 
gelistic service in Japan, with plans 
to go at the end of next summer. Dr. 
J. B. Jung (D. D. S.) and Mrs . Jung 
will become medical missionaries in the 
Belgian Congo, leaving this country 
next summer. Willodine Smith, now of 
Charlotte, N. C., is to be an evangelistic- 
educational missionary, field of service 
yet to be decided. 

Furloughs: From the Congo in June— 
the Frank McElroys, Jr., Miss Lena Rey- 
nolds, Miss Ruth Phipps, Miss Madge 
Rice. The Glenn Murray family re- 
turned (to Texas) on emergency fur- 
lough Feb. 1 in order to provide medical 
care for Marcia following an attack of 
polio. 


Death: Mrs. Eugene Bell, missionary 
to Korea, died in Asheville, N. C., 
Jan. 26. 


Extension: An additional year of ser- 
vice for Miss Alice J. McClelland, at the 
request of the Mexico Mission, was 
voted, effective to June 1, 1954. 

Logans in Japan: The Charles A. 
Logans recently completed a five-month 
preaching tour of Japan under sponsor- 
ship of Toyohiko Kagawa. Dr. Logan 
spoke 183 times to 33,074 hearers and 
reports 10,406 decisions to become 
Christians. They are returning via 
Europe, expecting to reach New York 
March 31. 


Engagement: The engagement of 
Miss Mariella Talmage, missionary 
nurse in Korea, and daughter of the 
J. V. N. Talmages, and Raymond Pro- 
vost, Presbyterian, USA, missionary t0 
Korea, has been announced. Mr. Pro 
vost is studying at Princeton Seminary. 
Miss Talmage will return to this coul- 
try late in March and the wedding Will 
take place in the late spring. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Timothy, a Dependable Follower 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 18, 1952 


Acts 16:1-3; Phil. 2 


If Christianity is to be preserved each 
generation must train successors to 
carry on the work which they have be- 
gun. The supreme task of the church 
in our own day is to raise up a new 
generation which will carry on the task 
which Christ has entrusted to us. And 
if that is to be done there must be 
young men and young women, carefully 
selected and carefully trained, for posi- 
tions of responsibility. 

Our lesson for this week concerns 
one whom the greatest of the apostles 
chose and trained to carry on after he 
had gone. 


I. Reared by a Godly Mother, 
Il Timothy 1:3-6 


Timothy was a native of Lystra in 
Asia Minor, the son and grandson of 
two deeply religious women, Lois and 
Eunice. 

We know nothing of the grandmother, 
Lois, except that she had a sincere faith 
in the religion of her ancestors. The 
word “sincere” or ‘‘unfeigned’’ means 
“without hypocrisy,” ‘in no way wear- 
ing a mask.’”’ Her faith would not have 
been transmitted so readily, if at all, if 
it had not been genuine. Children are 
quick to see through pretense even 
when it is not recognized by the parents 
themselves. Men who have turned 
against the church, against God himself, 
are usually men who have grown up in 
homes where the religious life did not 
match the religious profession. 

We do not know how Lois trans- 
mitted her faith, but we can presume 
that she taught her daughter the truths 
of their ancestral religion in the home, 
that she saw that he was a faithful at- 
tendant on the services of the syna- 
gogue, and that she lived out the faith 
that she professed. It was not only the 
formal education, but the contagion of 
a holy life that led Eunice and later 
Timothy to follow in her steps. 

Eunice, the daughter of Lois, grew 
up with a faith as sincere as her 
mother’s. And yet she married a Greek, 
aman who did not accept the religion 
of her fathers. This we know because 
Timothy was not circumcised until 
after his conversion by Paul. 

Was Eunice wise when she married 
aman who did not share her faith? We 
do not know all the circumstances and 
80 cannot express.a final judgment. All 
of us probably know cases where there 
have been marriages of a similar char- 
acter in which happy homes have been 
established and in which the children 
have been bred in the faith. Nonethe- 
less, if the husband or wife is a devoted 
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219-24; II Tim. 2:1-5. 


member of the church and the other is 
not, there is a strain on the marriage 
tie and one of the greatest factors for 
happiness and stability in the home is 
lacking. Statistics prove that such mar- 
riages end more frequently in the di- 
vorce courts than those in which both 
husband and wife have a comparable 
religious faith. Longtime experience 
has made it clear that ordinarily, if not 
always, it is not wise for a believer to 
marry a non-believer; that ordinarily, 
if not always, it is unwise for a Gentile 
to marry a Jew, or a Protestant to 
marry a Roman Catholic. 

Some of the effects of a household 
divided in its allegiance are seen in the 
case of Timothy. According to our ac- 
count, Eunice’s own faith burned with 
undiminished ardor, but her son Tim- 
othy did not immediately share her 
faith. Undoubtedly there was a predi- 
lection toward faith; the seed had been 
sown, but it had not come to maturity. 


II. Called into Christian Service, 
Acts 16:1-5 


Paul came to Lystra on his first mis- 
sionary journey (Acts 14:8ff). Tim- 
othy was there no doubt when the peo- 
ple of Lystra sought to worship Barna- 
bas and Paul as gods—after their cure 
of alame man. He heard Paul speak of 
the God who sent the sunshine and rain, 
who had now fulfilled the promises of 
which he heard so often from _ his 
mother’s lips. Now at last her teach- 
ings, counteracted by his father’s ex- 
ample, bore its belated fruit. Timothy 
gave his heart to Christ. Sometime 
later he saw Paul stoned and left for 
dead; he was one of those who was 
astonished when Paul arose and re- 
turned to the city. 

When Paul returned to Lystra on 
his second missionary journey, a year 
or two later, he heard good reports of 
Timothy’s character and conduct. The 
Christians in Lystra and also in the 
neighboring city of Iconium testified to 
his faithfulness. Paul realized that 
here was a young man whom he could 
use, whom Christ could use. So one day 
he stood before Timothy and said: 


“Will you help me to tell men the 
good news about Jesus? I had another 
young man with me once. His name 
was John Mark. But he got dis- 
couraged and quit. You have heard 
about what happened at Antioch—how 
I was driven out of the city; about what 
happened at Iconium—how there was a 
plot to stone me and I was forced to 
flee for my life; you saw what happened 
here at Lystra, how they stoned me and 
dragged me out of the city for dead. 
We cannot expect it to be otherwise in 
the cities where we are to go. You 


will be hungry and cold. You will have 
to face storms and brigands, stonings 
and beating and imprisonment and may- 
be death. What do you say? Will you 
come or stay?’’ 

And Timothy said, “I will go with 
you.” In every age young men are 
ready to respond to the challenge to 
the heroic if the call is really presented 
to them. In every church there are, or 
should be, young men and young 
women, ready to give themselves to the 
full-time service of the church if they 
are properly encouraged. 

Paul had consistently refused to re- 
quire Gentile converts to be circumcised, 
but because Timothy was half-Jew, ana 
because it would be difficult for him to 
minister to Jews unless he were circum- 
cised, Paul had him undergo the rite. 
From this time on he was Paul’s most 
beloved companion. He accompanied 
him on the remainder of his second mis- 
sionary journey and was closely associa- 
ted with him on the third. He seems to 
have been with Paul during his im- 
prisonment at Caesarea and during his 
first imprisonment at Rome. During 
this period he represented Paul on many 
delicate and confidential missions. 


Ill. Working Under Orders, 
Philippians 2:19-24 


The first of these missions came only 
a few months after Timothy had accep- 
ted Paul’s invitation to accompany him. 
At Philippi, Paul and Silas had been 
imprisoned. At Thessalonica their 
house had been attacked by a mob. 
Their enemies followed them to Beroea, 
and Paul was forced to leave for Athens. 
Timothy remained behind with Silas un- 
til Paul sent them word that they 
should join him in Athens. But no 
sooner did Timothy arrive than he was 
sent away again on an important mis- 
sion. For the first time in his ex- 
perience as a Christian missionary he 
was given independent work to do. A 


severe persecution had broken out 
against the infant church in Thessa- 


lonica. Paul was afraid that these 
young Christians could not stand the 
strain. ‘‘When we could bear it no 
longer,” he later wrote the members of 
this church, ‘‘we sent Timothy, our 
brother and God’s servant in the gospel 
of Christ, to establish you in your faith 
and to exhort you that no one be moved 
by these afflictions’? (I Thess. 3:1-3). 
Timothy was successful in this task as 
Paul indicates a little later: ‘‘Timothy 
has come to us from you, and has 
brought us the good news of your faith 
and love’”’ (3:6). 

Timothy’s next mission, so far as the 
record indicates, came during the 
course of the third missionary journey. 
While Paul was at Ephesus, news came 
that difficulties had arisen in the 
church in Corinth. ‘‘Therefore,’’ Paul 
writes to the Corinthian Christians, ‘‘I 
sent to you Timothy, my beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord, to remind 
you of my ways in Christ . . (I Cor. 
4:16). Timothy departed overland, 
visiting on the way the churches in 
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Macedonia, Philippi, Thessalonica, and 
Beroea. Meanwhile, Paul dispatched a 
letter, our ‘First Corinthians,” that 
arrived ahead of Timothy. Recognizing 
the difficulty of the mission for one who 
was still a young man, the apostle 
wrote: “When Timothy comes, see that 
you put him at ease among you, for he 
is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 
So let no one despise him. Speed him 
on his way in peace, that he may return 
to me” (I Cor. 16:10). Timothy was 
none too successful on this occasion— 
it may have been no fault of his; he 
seems, in fact, to have been rather 
badly treated (assuming that he was 
the messenger who was wronged in II 
Cor. 7:12). And Paul had to send 
another emissary—Titus—along with a 
very sharp note, before the issue was 
finally settled (II Cor. 7:7-8). 

On the completion of his third mis- 
sionary journey, Paul returned to 
Jerusalem, where he was assaulted by 
a mob, and then for two 
years in Caesarea. Forced to appeal to 
Caesar, he was carried to that city in 
bonds, where he remained for two 
years, waiting for his case to be tried. 
Timothy was with him at the time, and 
Paul adds his name to his own in his 
letters to the Philippians, the Colos- 
sians and Philemon. 

To the Philippians he wrote: “I hope 
in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to 
you soon, so that I may be cheered by 
news of you.” Then he pays him this 
unusual tribute: ‘I have no one like 
him, who will be genuinely anxious for 
your welfare.” No doubt Timothy had 
many other gifts which fitted him for 
service to the church, personal charm, 
intellectual gifts, spiritual endowments 
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of one kind or another, but the unique 
trait which led Paul to put so much con- 
fidence in him was his utter unselfish- 
ness—his genuine concern for their 
weltare. We might have supposed that 
all Christian workers possessed the 
same spirit. Evidently not, for Paul 
proceeds; All the rest “‘look after their 
own interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ.” “The sad comment of the 
apostle,”’ says Professor Rainy, ‘‘must 
apply to men of some standing and 
some capacity—-men of Christian pro- 
men who might naturally be 
thought of in connection with such a 
task. As he surveyed them, he was 
obliged to note the deplorable defect, 
which perhaps had not struck him so 
forcibly until he began to weigh the 
men against the mission he was plan- 
ning for them. Then he saw how they 
how 


fession, 


came short: and also this same 
blight generally among the 
Christians him.” It is not 
easy Christian worker to 
seek first the Kingdom of God and his 
Personal considerations 
are apt to intrude themselves more 
often than we care to admit. “But 
Timothy’s worth, you know,” said Paul, 
“how as a son with a father he has ser- 
ved with me in the gospel.” Timothy 
had proved his absolute devotion to 
Christ. As Moffatt translates the verse, 
“You know how he has stood the test.” 


prevailed 
around 
even for a 


righteousness. 


IV..Serving on His Own, 
Il Timothy 2:1-5 


After Paul’s release from his Roman 
imprisonment Timothy was placed in 
charge of the church at Ephesus, then 
the most important church in Christen- 
dom. The charge which Paul gave him 
at the time is enlarged upon in the first 
letter to Timothy. The second letter 
was written some months later, after 
Paul’s' re-arrest and conveyance to 
Rome. With death staring him in the 
face, he writes to Timothy urging him 
to continued faithfulness in his service 
to Christ. In a real sense we may say 
that the letter us Paul’s final 
charge to those who are carrying on the 
work which he is about to lay down. 

He urges Timothy, first of all, not to 
be ashamed ‘‘of testifying to our Lord”’ 
(1:3-18). But it is not enough for a 
witness to be unashamed. That is only 
the negative side. On the positive side 
he must be willing to suffer hardship for 
the sake of the gospel. That is the 
burden of Paul’s message in 2:1-13. He 


gives 


enforces his message by the example of 
the soldier, the athlete, the farmer. 
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The figures are well chosen, for the fol- 
lower of Christ must be a soldier, ready 
in all things to please (i. e., to obey) 
the Captain of his soul; he must be an 
athlete, willing to subject himself to 


strenuous discipline, 
great end in view; 

farmer, be willing 

notonous toil 
results. 


because of the 
he must, like the 
to engage in mo- 
for the sake of future 


Timothy can find strength for this 
service “‘in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus (2:1)—a gift which is unmerited, 
but also unlimited—-grace which Paul 
had discovered in his own experience 
was sufficient for all his needs (II Cor. 
13:9; Phe. 4:19). 

The main purpose of Paul’s words is 
to exhort Timothy to be faithful in his 
witness for Christ. But Paul 
makes it clear (vs. 2) that Timothy 
must make careful efforts to secure 
other men who will carry on the burden 
‘“‘What you have heard 


own 


after he is gone. 
from me before many witnesses. 
The reference seems to be to the time 
when Timothy was ordained to the work 
of the ministry. He had been solemnly 
set aside to this sacred office by the 
laying on of hands in the presence of 
the congregation, and Paul had given 
him a charge which contained a sum- 
mary of the gospel which he was called 
upon to preach. ‘‘What you have heard 
from me before many witnesses,” says 
Paul, “entrust to faithful men who will 
be able to teach others also.” 

One of Timothy’s duties was to pre- 
pare other men to carry on this evange- 
lical succession—men who will be faith- 
ful to their obligations, faithful to their 
Lord and men whe have some aptitude 
for teaching. And that is one of the 


prime responsibilities of the modern 
church. 
“Suffer hardship with me.’’ Are we 


willing to suffer hardship with Paul— 
with Christ? To discipline ourselves as 
the athlete, to toil monotonously as the 
farmer, to give ourselves to the utter- 
most as the soldier; or do we prefer a 
life of indulgence, a life of ease, the 
resistance? How often 
week, the last year, 
have we chosen the easy way in our 
Christian lives? What sort of disci- 
pline, what sort of toil, what sort of 
sucrifice does Christ expect us to make? 

Are young men going out from your 
church into the ministry? If 
not, why not? 


path of least 
during the last 


gospel 


commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christia! 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Dil- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S. A. 


Lesson 
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BOOK NOTES 


CHRIST IN POETRY. Compiled and 
edited by Thomas Curtis Clark and 
Hazel Davis Clark. Association Press, 
New York. 412 pp., $3.49. 

From the opening line of Tennyson 
(The time draws near the birth of 
Christ) to the final one by Sidney Lanier 
(Jesus, good Paragon, Thou Crystal 
Christ), this anthology offers the widest 
possible range of poetry centering in 
Christ. 

Mr. Clark is an anthologist of note, 
with 25 volumes to his credit, including 
pooks of his own poems. This volume 
contains more of his poetry and that of 
one Leslie Savage Clark than the con- 
tributions of any other poets but surely 
a man is to be allowed that privilege. 
Here, for the first time, his wife has 
joined him in compiling and editing one 
of his volumes. 

The arrangement is as would be ex- 
pected: Nativity, In Nazareth, etc., etc., 
though there are sections like The Con- 
tinuing Christ, the Revolutionist, the 
Lost Christ. 

It is noteworthy that 450 of the 529 
poems were written in this century, so 
the volume offers a modern tribute. The 
pest known of former ages are included 
among the 79 others: the Brownings, 
Longfellow, Rossetti, Whittier, Lowell 
and more. 

Something of the author’s own feel- 
ing may be indicated by the lines of 
Richard Watson Gilder which appear as 
a sort of foreword: 





Behold Him now as He comes! 
Not the Christ of our subtle creeds, 
But the Light cf our hearts and our 
homes, 
Our hopes, our fears, our needs, 
The brother of want and blame, 
The lover of women and men, 
With a love that puts to shame 
All passions of mortal ken. 


Ah, no, thou life of the heart, 

Never shalt thou depart! 

Not till the heaven of God 

Shall lighten each human clod; 

Not till the world shall climb 

To the heights serene, sublime, 

Shall the Christ who enters our door 
Pass to return no more. 


Harold Fey (Christian Century, 
where Mr. Clark is poetry editor), has 
a brief selection included which ought 
to stab our souls: 


With deadly drive Your grim advance 

Against tradition swept the world. 

But we have found a way to conquer even 
You. 

We talk like rebels, deprecate tradition, 

Discuss with unchanged hearts a world 
of ohange, 

And make of 
Christ, 

\nother dead tradition! 


You, tradition-smashing 


With its wide range of poets and the 
Clarks’ stimulating choices from many 
bens, this volume will doubtless become 
the standard in its field. Indeed, is 
there any other that has set out to in- 
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clude in such compass the best verses 
about Christ? 
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decessor) until it was merged with James Charlton Stewart, 65, Belzoy 


MIUINIS TERIAL Presbyterian of the South. Since 1922 Miss., died Jan. — He served the § 


he has also contributed articles to the zoni church 1920-27 and again 1937-4 
VENTION Charlotte Observer and engaged in other Because of failing health he wag mg 
forms of religious journalism. pastor emeritus in 1947. His en 

Eli F. Griffith, 85, died in Birming- ministry was spent in Central Miggi 
CHANGES ham, Ala., Feb. 15 after a long illness. sippi Presbytery. 

R. F. Cleveland, missionary on fur- Although retired in 1938, Mr. Griffith Mrs. Day (Bessie B. Stollenwere 
lough, is now returning from Austin, ater supplied the Tarrant, Ala., church. Carper, missionary to the Belgian Cop 
Texas, to APCM, Mboi, Luluabourg, He had been a minister in the Presby- since 1940, died of malignant mala 
Congo Belge, Africa. terian Church, UU. S.. since 1923, coming Feb. 9. She was the mother of fo 

Max Keke, Jr., who has been assistant fy) 9m the A. R. P. church. children. 
pastor at Hot Springs, Ark., now serves 
the church at Dermott, Ark. Address: 


“robert King, who nas swooited x» 11776  Hampden-Sydney College 1952 


Westminster church, Augusta, Ga., 
recently became pastor of Northminster, 


Greenville, S. C. A liberal arts college for men 


DEATHS 

J. G. Garth, 81, died in a Charlotte, EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
N. C., hospital Feb. 22 after an illness 
of several weeks. He had been in de- Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
clining health for the past several 
months. After his pastoral ministry, 
Dr. Garth became identified with The 
Presbyterian Standard (OUTLOOK pre- 
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